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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Located in Antlers Park at 9 South Sierra Madre in Colorado Springs, Engine No. 168 
is a small, three-foot (narrow) gauge system locomotive built in 1883 at the 
Baldwin Locomotive Works in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. The engine is a ten- 
wheeler in the 4-6-0 pattern (i.e.: a four wheel pilot truck, six driving wheels, 
and no trailing truck) and was known by the Denver and Rio Grande Railway (for 
which it was built) as a Class 45N or Class T-12 engine; the builder f s number was 
6670. The total length of the engine and tender is fifty-three feet, four inches 
and when fully-loaded with coal weighed 117,950 pounds, of which 70,550 was for the 
engine alone. Coal-fired, the boiler had a pressure of 160 pounds per square inch 
and a tractive power of 11,500 pounds. The driving wheels are forty-five inches in 
diameter with a twenty-inch stroke. The engine also has a "diamond" smokestack and 
a long wooden pilot (cowcatcher), both added in the 1930s to create a nineteenth 
century stereotype, but the plans for restoration call for the removal of these 
additions to reveal the original cast iron stack and the original, shorter steel 
pilot.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The oldest surviving locomotive of the Denver and Rio Grande Railway, Engine 168 is 
significant for its association with the line's role in the development of early 
transportation in Colorado. As a narrow gauge locomotive it is significant for the 
engineering that permitted railroads to enter the mountain fastness.

The Denver and Rio Grande Railway began building its main line in the early 1870s 
in an effort to run narrow gauge rails from Denver to Mexico City, but over the 
next decade the company modified its plans so that it became a railroad primarily 
serving the intermountain West, notably Colorado and Utah. As the line became par­ 
ticularly important in connecting the mining towns of central Colorado, it found 
that it needed a class of locomotive capable of pulling passenger cars through the 
narrow, high-walled canyons, along the precipitous cliffs, and over the high passes. 
In 1883 the line purchased twelve locomotives of the T-12 Class and put them to 
work in the mountains of south-central Colorado where they hauled trains over rugged 
Marshall Pass on the continental divide between Salida and Montrose. It was here in 
1883 that Engine 168 hauled the first passenger train that ran from Denver, Colorado, 
to Ogden, Utah. Engine 168 and its compatriots worked this area for another twenty- 
five years until the D&RG put in a standard gauge line from Salida via Leadville to 
Grand Junction. After that the T-12 locomotives were transferred south and west 
where they operated for another twenty-five years in southwestern Colorado and north­ 
ern New Mexico. It was during this time in 1909 that Engine 168 hauled a special 
train whose passengers included President William Howard Taft to the dedication of 
the Gunnison Tunnel (a property now pending inclusion in the Register).

In 1933, after fifty years of continuous operation, the railroad retired the T-12 
class to the yards in Alamosa and five years later decided to scrap them. It was, 
however, decided to save at least one locomotive—#168—and present it to the City 
of Colorado Springs partly in memory of William Jackson Palmer, the founder of both 
the city and the railroad. The engine has been on display in Antlers Park since 
1964.

From an engineering standpoint Engine 168 is significant as an example of the tech­ 
nology that permitted the first railroad construction in relatively inaccessible 
areas. The narrow canyons, precipitous mountainsides, and exposed passes above 
timberline all stymied the first attempts to build standard gauge lines into the 
Rockies, but roads like the Rio Grande used the narrow gauge technology to round 
sharp curves and thus created the serpentine switchbacks needed to haul passengers 
and freight through the mountains. Engine 168 with its smaller than standard gauge 
dimensions, equipment, and power is an object whose engineering features reflect an 
essential technology of an earlier day.
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